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For Publiſhing by SuBscrIPTION, 


A 
LIBERAL TRANSLATION 


OF THE 


NEW TESTAMENT; 


Being an Attempt to tranſlate the ſacred Writings with 
the ſame Freedom, Spirit and Elegance, with which 
other Engliſh Tranſlations from the Greek Claſſics, 
have lately been executed : The Deſign and Scope of 
each Author being ſtrictly and impartally explored, 
the true Signification and Force of the Original cri- 


tically obſerved, and, as much as poſlible, transfuſed 


into our Language, and the Whole elucidated and 
explained upon a new and rational Plan, with ſelect 
Notes, critical and explanatory. | 


By E. HARW O OD. 


SUBSCRIPT1ONS are taken in by A. Millar, in the Strand; 
J. Dodfley, in Pall Mall; J. Waugh, in Lombard Street; 
C. Henderſon, at the Royal Exchange; T. Field, the 
Corner of Pater Noſter Row ; FT. Becket, in the Strand, 
London ; T. Cadell, in Briſtol; Leake, in Bath; Tozer, in 
Exeter ; Sibbald, in Liverpool ; and Newton and Clarke, 
in Mancheſter. | 
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HE Author, encouraged by great Num- 
bers of the Friends of Liberty and free En- 
quiry, now offers to public Subſcription an ac- 
curate and liberal Tranſlation of the New TESGZ 
TAMENT, in the Execution of which he hath 
ſpent five Years of hard Study and intenſe Appli- 
cation, and hath now finiſhed and tranſcribed 
the whole. He began and purſued the Under- 
taking upon this Plan, viz. To tranſlate the 
ſacred Writers of the NEW TzsTAamenT with 
the ſame Freedom, Impartiality, and Elegance, 
with which other Tranſlations from the Greek 
Claſſics have lately been executed and to 
cloathe the genuine Ideas and Doctrines of the 
Apoſtles with that Propriety and Perſpicuity, in 
which they themſelves would have exhibited 
them had they now lived and written in our 
Language. The true Meaning and Deſign of 
each Author hath been ſtrictly and impartially 
explored, the Significationand Forceof the Greek 
Original hath been critically obſerved, and, as 


much as poſſible, transfuſedinto modern Engliſh, 


and the whole ſacred Volume elucidated and ex- 
plained 
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lained upon a new and rational Plan, with ſe- 

ct Notes, critical and explanatory. The Author 
hath made the Greek Language his particular 
Study for above 15 Years, and hath carefully 
read over all the Writers of moſt Value in that 
Language, with a View to illuſtrate the inſpired 
Writers, to underſtand the Cuſtoms of the Age 
in which they wrote, and to acquire an accurate 
Knowledge of the Greek Teſtament. - The Au- 
thor's primary Deſign in this Work hath been 
to exhibit the Chriſtian Religion in its native 
Purity and original Simplicity, unadulterated 
with human Syſtems, Creeds, Doctrines, and 
Modes of Faith. In this Work the Author is 
of no Party, Sect, and Denomination of Chri- 
ſtians, but hath given a fair and honeſt Verſion 
of the divine Volume, juſt as if he had ſat down 
to tranſlate Plato, Xenophon, Thucydides, Ar- 
rian, or any other Greek Writer, with a Mind 
entirely free from all Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſi- 
ons, and ſolely intent upon inveſtigating and 
diſcovering Truth. Every one muſt be convinced, 
that a faithful and accurate Verſion of any 
Writer in a dead Language is ſufficient for un- 
derſtanding the Meaning and Deſign of that Au- 
thor, and that the Fidelity of ſuch a Tranſlator 
entirely ſuperſedes all the tedious Explications 
and laborious Idleneſs of dull and heavy Com- 
mentators. The Author, therefore, preſumes to 
aſſert, that this Work, if carefully and candid- 
ly peruſed, with a Mind open to the Reception 
of Truth, will, by all rational and intelligent 
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Chriſtians be judged to conduce to a more clear 


and comprehenſive Knowledge of Chriſtianity 
than thoſe voluminous Critics, Paraphraſts, 
Illuſtrators, and Interpreters of the ſacred 
Scriptures, who have, in general, been more 
ſtudious to wreſt the Scriptures to their precon- 
ceived Notions, than to adjuſt and regulate their 
Religious Sentiments by the plain Dictates of 
Reaſon and the infallible Rule and Standard of 
the Divine Oracles. Within theſe few Years 
what dire Inundations havewe ſeen ruſhing from 
the Preſs and deluging the Public, of Com- 
mentators upon the Scriptures, Explanations 
of the Holy Bible, the Royal Bible with 
Notes, the elegant Bible, the Complete 
Bible, the Grand Complete Bible, the Grand 
Imperial Bible ! ſome the Jobbs of mercenary 
Bookfellers, others the ſickly Dreams of illite- 
rate Enthuſiaſts and entranced Viſionaries, and 
all, the wretched Production of dark and 
melancholy Divines, the biggoted Abettors of 
unintelligible Myſteries, original Corruption, 
irreſiſtible Grace, unconditional Fataliſm, and 
other unſcriptural Abſurdities. The Author 
is painfully conſcious of the deſperate Hazard 
of ſtanding in the way of ſuch a vaſt and rapid 
Deluge, which is continually augmenting, and 
bearing down every thing rational and truly 
excellent before it, but he 1s animated with the 
pleaſing Aſſurance, that there are vzRy cons- 
DERABLE NUMBERS of the rational and well in- 


ſtructed, who have gloriouſly ſtemmed the Tor- 
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rent of this general Corruption of primitive 
Chriſtianity, have triumphed overall Oppoſition, 
and have approved themſelves the ſteady and 
inflexible Friends of CHRISTIANX LIIIRTY. It 
is for theſe the Author hath tranſlated the NE 
TESTAMENT : It is from theſe, ſolely, that he 
expects Encouragement: They are theſe, alone, 
who will be his Readers. Farther, the reaſoning 
of St. Paul in the Romans, Galatians, and other 
Epiſtles, hath been carefully explored and elu- 
cidated upon fational Principles ; the difficult 
Paſſages are familiarly explained, the Connection 
pointed out, and the Hay anD STUBBLE, the 
abſurd and irrational Doctrines, which have over- 
whelmed Chriſtianity, and hid its true Form and 
Features from public Inſpection, are here totally 

removed. | 
In fine, ſince Deiſm ſo much prevails in the 
preſent Age, ſince Enthuſiaſm is continually 
duping and enſlaving the credulous and 1gno- 
rant, bothamong the great Vulgarand theSmall, 
and is daily making a moſt rapid and amazing 
Progreſsall around us; ſince rational Chriſtianity 
is, at preſent, regarded with fo much Contempt 
andeven Horror by the generality of Mankind ; 
and ſince a Love of unintelligible Myſteries, and 
a Fondneſs for gloomy and inexplicable Doctrines 
have, with the Majority, diſcarded Reaſon and 
Common ſenſe from Religion, the Author flat- 
ters himſelf the preſent Work will be of no in- 
conſiderable Utility to the Public, in which it 
hath been his Study to free the New Tzsra- 
MENT 


1 
MENT from all thoſe falſe Tranſlations which, 
at preſent, deform it and render it abſolutely 
unintelligible to all common Readers, to pu- 
rify its ſacred Streams from thoſe corrupt Ad- 
mixtures, by which it was induſtrioufly ſuited 
to the falſe Taſte of the MoxvAR cn and of the 
Age, in which it was tranſlated, to repreſent it, 
as it really is, in itſelf, a moſt rational, uniform, 
amiable, conſiſtent Scheme, and to exhibit, 
before the candid, the unprejudiced, and the 
intelligent of all Parties, the true, original, di- 
vine Form of Chriſtianity, in its beautiful Sim- 
plicity, diveſted of all the meretricious Attire 
with which it hath been loaded, and folely 
adorned with its native Elegance and Charms, 
which need only be contemplated, in order to 
excite the Admiration, Tranſport, and Love of 
every virtuous Chriſtian. 


The Work will be put to the Prefs next Win- 
ter, and will be prinred in a very elegant Man- 
ner,onthevery beſt Paper, and a beautiful Type, 
in Two Volumes in Octavo: The Price to Sub- 
ſcribers, whoſe Names will be printed, will be 
Twelve Shillings in. blue Covers, to be paid 
on the Delivery of- both the Volumes, | 


Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, and 
fold by C. Henderſon, under the Royal Ex- 
change, and T. Becket, and P. A De Hondt, 
in the Strand. 


I. A Sermon on the Death of the Reverend 
Doctor Taylor, of Norwich. 


II. An Account of the Converſion of a 
Deiſt. | 


III. Reflections on the Unacceptableneſs of a 
Death- Bed Repentance. Second Edition. | 


IV. An Oration pronounced on the Anniver- 
fary of Chriſt's Nativity, and publiſhed as in- 
troductory to a Tranſlation of the celebrated M. 


Saurin's Diſcourſes, by a ſociety of Gentlemen. 


7 above Pamphlets are recommended. 


by the authors of the Monthly Review. 
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